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Welcome to the City of Russellville. We are a unique and
thriving town located in the heart of the River Valley,
surrounded by some of the most beautiful landscapes in the
state. Russellville is home to Arkansas Tech University, local
businesses, and expansive industries. The City of Russellville is
honored to be serving our citizens and strives to ensure health,
safety, and prosperity for all who live here.
Come read about what your city is doing for you!

Stay Connected
With YOUR CITY
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AIRPORT
For the month of March we would like to
introduce you to Dwight Talburt. Dwight
received his PhD from University of Arkansas in
1965, and began flying while teaching at the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Soloing in
1968, he continued to pursue additional
certifications in aviation while doing post
doctoral studies with Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) in Boston. Returning to
teaching at the University of Arkansas in 1969,
where he taught nearly 39 years, Dwight
received Airline Transport Pilot (ATP), Certified
Flight Instructor (CFI) and CFI- Instrument
ratings, among others, during slow teaching
periods and flew part time as co-pilot for
Superior Industries.

He said he gained a lot of wisdom from the chief pilot of Superior Industries
King Air at the time, and met people using flight for many purposes, including
student athletes flying to games at the time.
An active member of the community, Dwight has worked with the Civilian Air
Patrol for 12 years in various capacities. He also participated in a local pilot
association before a national and local decline in general aviation led to its
dissolving: the River Valley Pilots Association. He has been on the local Airport
Commission for more than 10 years.
Dwight frequents the airport to fly his RV9 and is willing to answer aviation and
other questions within his area of expertise. We appreciate his contribution to the
airport through the Airport Commission and regular visits, passing along flying
knowledge as did his chief pilot with Superior Industries did with him.
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AIRPORT

Continued...

For the month of April, we would like to introduce you to Clayton Freeman.
Clayton is one of our youngest pilots at 19 years old. Every day that he can,
Clayton flies to school at Pulaski Tech in Arkansas, making him one of our most
frequent fliers as well.
Clayton has lived in Pope County his whole life and has wanted to fly since he
was young. He first learned to fly in a J-3 Piper Cub, but primarily flies a Cessna
172. He was 16 years old when he got his student pilot’s license and received his
private pilot’s license at age 17. Currently he is flying to accrue flight hours and
experience for additional certifications and is focusing on an Airframe and
Powerplant (A&P) technician certification from Pulaski Tech.
We enjoy Clayton’s frequency and quality of flight, as well as his willingness to
listen and adhere to regulations. We hope that when he finishes school he will
still be a regular and will encourage other young locals to use a systematic
approach to entering aviation as he is doing. Pictured below is Clayton flying the
J-3 Cub (right) and after completing his first solo flight (left) with his grandfather
Ron Sewell and instructor Seth Lake.
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COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
This past month, Brian
Holstein, our Community
Development Director
retired after 22 years with
the city. He was awarded
a plaque from Mayor
Richard Harris (using safe
social distancing) at City
Hall. Mayor Harris spoke
a few words at this
month’s council meeting
to commemorate Brian’s
retirement:
“For 22 years, Brian Holstein has held our community together and has
raised the standards of what it means to be a leader. As our Community
Development Director, he has ensured the welfare and vitality of the
City of Russellville and has always gone above and beyond his call of
duty. As we transition into a new chapter for the city, I want to thank
Brian for laying the groundwork through his hard work and dedication to
the City of Russellville. Thank you for your service.”
April 2020 Pg. 3

Recently the Russellville Fire Department was able to
assist the Arkansas Preparedness Healthcare Coalition to
distribute much needed PPE to all the River Valley and
Northwest Arkansas Hospitals from the Strategic National
Stockpile. We were also able to donate 130 Cotton tipped
applicators (swabs) to assist local hospitals in testing for
COVID-19.
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THE HR REPORT

We are pleased to announce that Sondra Crabtree has
accepted the position of Accountant. She will be
responsible for a wide variety of accounting duties to
include payroll, accounts payable and cash receipts
processing. Sondra graduated from Arkansas Tech
University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Management. She comes to us with more than 25 years of
experience, having served as a Finance Specialist at
Conagra Foods and Chief Financial Officer for River
Valley Medical Center. Please join me in extending a
heartfelt welcome to Sondra.
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MAYOR’S OFFICE
The month of May is going to bring many changes to the city. The City
of Russellville plans to make our departments more efficient by
changing the way we do a few things.

1. Building Permits and Business Licensing will no longer be
located at City Hall.
Our permits department is moving over to Public Works at 220 N
Knoxville. This will allow our permitting process to be a one-stop shop
and allow an overall smoother operation.

2. The Deputy Building Official and Building Inspector are
now located at the Central Fire Station.
Bill Clark has been hired as our new Deputy Building Official.
Additionally he and CB Trimble will be relocated to the Central Fire
Station.

3. For Maintenance and Janitorial issues, future contact will
be through Kenneth Duvall.
All changes go into effect May 4th. For questions about our new
system, please call us at 479-968-2098.
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Oakland Cemetery
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This Month, the City of Russellville is
also saying goodbye to Chief Jeff
Humphrey with the Russellville Police
Department.
“Jeff Humphrey, for the past 32 years, has
been a vital part of our community and
has humbly served the citizens as a
member of the Russellville Police
Department. Jeff joined the Russellville
Police Department in 1988 and has day in
and day out strived to make the City of
Russellville a safer and better place to
live. For the past seven years he has
served as our Chief of Police and has
been a leader and a role model for his
co-workers, peers, and for citizens of
Russellville. Thank you for your service.”

Our very own David Ewing
is Russellville Police
Department's new Chief of
Police. We are proud to
have him serving the City
of Russellville and look
forward to his inspiring
leadership. Congratulations
David!
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